WILSON COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES
September 10th, 2024

The Wilson County Board of Health held a regular meeting on Tuesday, September 10th, 2024, in the
Board Room at the Wilson County Health Department. The members present were:

Scott Dixon D.D.S. Carrie Moore

William T Bass Ariel Fulghum DVM

Leslie Atkinson Matthew Aldrich OD (Virtual)
Linda Cooper- Suggs Catherine Melin N.P. (Virtual)

Others present:

Cinnamon Narron, Jessica Williams, Jennifer Dixon, Amy Harrelson, Tomi Meachum, Celita Graham,
Diedra Sulley.

Welcome

Dr. Scott Dixon called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and welcomed all in attendance.

Approval of Minutes July 9th™, 2024, Meeting

The minutes from July 9", 2024, meeting was accepted without corrections, additions, or deletions.

A Motion to accept was made by Mr. Leslie Atkinson and seconded by Mr. Bill Bass the motion carried
unanimously.

Review and approval of the minutes shall be construed as review/discussion/approval/of all items
distributed prior to the meeting for consideration and shall be reflected in the minutes.

Administration

Ms. Jessica Williams, Deputy Health Director, reported that the WASH clinics are open for the fall
semester. The WASH clinics are nearly fully staffed, minus one Processing Assistant. The plan is to have
two rotating processing assistants and one Processing Assistant to manage the switchboard. The Licensed
Clinical Social Worker field position has been filled. The East Pointe Term Trillium Grant will cover one
month’s salary for the field LCSW position. The next goal is to add necessary behavioral consent forms,
and to see patients soon.

Personal Health

Ms. Jennifer Dixon, Director of Nursing, reported PHN | (Postpartum Home Visit Nurse) PHN 111
(Family Planning Coordinator) are vacant. PHN 111 (STD Nurse) position has been filled by Fran
Winslow, RN. Fran previously worked at the WASH clinics and Home Health. PHN 11 Child Health
Coordinator nurse position will possibly be filled by October 1. The next Local Child Fatality Prevention
Team meeting is on September 19", Primary Care appointments have increased. Lisa Blevins FNP will be
working half days Mon, Weds, and Fridays. Family Planning and Child Health appointments will increase
as well.

Ms. Amy Harrelson, Quality Improvement and Accreditation Coordinator, shared the results from the first
quarter Personal Health Clinical Services customer satisfaction survey. A total of 89 surveys were
collected. 90% reported very satisfied, 6% satisfied, 1% not satisfied, and 3% did not answer. 17
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customer surveys were collected for Environmental Health from January to June. All 17 surveys reported
very satisfied.

WIC Director

Ms. Tomi Meachum, WIC Program Director, reported the WIC Breastfeeding Proclamation was accepted
by the Wilson County Commissioners August 5", 2024. Caseload numbers have increased by
approximately 200 participants since the significant drop last August. The WIC Department has been
increasing local partnerships, including the Wilson County Library, Casa Azul, and Wilson County Food
Partners. The big latch event was August 17" at the Agriculture Center. WIC will have an upcoming 5-
month Audio and Digital Marketing campaign with special funding awarded by the State Community
Nutrition Services Section. Ads will be featured on Spotify and Pandora to reach a younger demographic.

Health Education

Ms. Celita Graham, Communications Manager and Health Education Supervisor, introduced guest
speaker Diedre Sulley. Deidre Sulley is a dynamic Public Health advocate with almost two decades of
diverse experience from oncology to tobacco control and reproductive health. She has also worked with
Columbia University’s Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center (HICCC) as an instructor and
workshop facilitator during their summer youth program since 2018. Currently Deidre is the Tobacco
Prevention and Control Regional Manager/ Public Health Educator at Wake County Health and Human
Services.

Diedre introduced herself to the Board. She serves Region 7, which includes 8 counties. Franklin,
Granville, Johnston, Nash, Vance, Warren, Wake, and Wilson County. Tobacco 21 is a national campaign
aimed at raising the minimum legal age for tobacco and nicotine sales in the United States to 21. North
Carolina has not implemented T21 at the State level. Diedre gave a power point presentation of the
importance of passing the T21 bill Statewide (See Attachment) The Federal Government created a law
making the purchase of tobacco products under the age of 21 illegal. The Federal law, however, also gives
the states the jurisdiction to pass it on their own at the state level. North Carolina is one of seven states
that have not yet passed Tobacco 21 into state legislation. A resolution will be drafted that strongly
supports North Carolina to protect kids from vaping and nicotine addiction by establishing a tobacco
retail permit and raise the minimum age of sales from 18 to 21. This will restore local authority and adopt
other needed provisions of legal tobacco sales. The Board of Health will vote on a T21 resolution at the
next meeting.

Health Director's Report

Ms. Cinnamon Narron, Health Director, reported a Board of Health Member position is open and is an at
large position. The final budget report for 2023-2024 was sent out. The Health Department is still waiting
to receive the 2022 cost settlement. Some funding from the state has been added to this year’s budget and
will help us move forward. The Health Department staff are always trying to figure out ways to better
serve the community and customer service has always been at the forefront. Flu season is upon us and the
Health Department is gearing up with vaccines. The Health Department is also working together with the
senior center to do outreach with the elderly population. There has been an uptick in Covid. The elderly
population is the most interested group in the Covid vaccine. The Covid vaccine will be available at the
Health Department. The Dental program is not funded by State funds. The Dental program has received
funding from the Duke Endowment. The Delta Dental grant is small and is helping to offset the dental
cost for the uninsured. The dental program and the Medicaid population will receive a cost settlement that
will help us move forward and carry money forward every year. At the last Board of Health meeting, it
was reported that a full-time dentist will be starting September first. The Dentist was treating patients all
summer and ultimately decided to move in a different direction 5 days before September start date. The
Health Department is actively recruiting a full-time dentist. The Board of Health Members will receive
new Health Department policies to approve at the next meeting.



Old Business
None

New Business
Dr. Scott Dixon swore the new board of health member Ms. Carrie Moore.

Member Comments
None

Chairperson’s Report
None

Public Comments
None

Adjournment- Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Cinnamon Narron, Secretary
Wilson County Board of Health
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