
WILSON COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES 

 

        July 9th, 2024 

 

The Wilson County Board of Health held a regular meeting on Tuesday, July 9th, 2024, in the Board 

Room at the Wilson County Health Department. Members present were: 

 

Scott Dixon D.D.S.                           Carrie Moore (Virtual) 

William T Bass                                        Catherine Melin N.P. (Virtual)    

Leslie Atkinson                                        Shannon Drohan M.D  (Virtual)                        

Linda Cooper- Suggs                               

                         

                      

 

Others present: 

Cinnamon Narron, Jessica Williams, Jennifer Dixon, DeEtt Taylor, Celita Graham, Lori Winstead.   

 

Welcome  

 

Dr. Scott Dixon called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm and welcomed all in attendance. 

 

Approval of Minutes May 14thth, 2024, Meeting 

 

The minutes from the May 14th, 2024, meeting was accepted without corrections, additions, or deletions.   

 

A Motion to accept was made by Ms. Linda Cooper- Suggs and seconded by Mr. Leslie Atkinson the 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

Review and approval of the minutes shall be construed as review/discussion/approval/of all items 

distributed prior to the meeting for consideration and shall be so reflected in the minutes. 

 

Administration 

 

Ms. Jessica Williams, Deputy Health Director, reported that the WASH clinics will be operating summer 

season Tuesdays and Thursdays out of Fike High School. The full-time staff will be working at the Health 

Department Monday, Wednesday, and Friday during the summer season. Shaquita Joyner has been hired 

as the new Social Work Supervisor. The Social Work Supervisor position has been vacant since January, 

with Ms. Wiliams serving as interim Supervisor. Ms. Joyner is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has 

clinical experience.  

Personal Health 

 

Ms. Jennifer Dixon, Director of Nursing, reported PHN III (STD Nurse), PHN I (Postpartum Home Visit 

Nurse) PHN III (Family Planning Coordinator) are vacant. Ms. Dixon is working on the job description 

for the PHN II position that will oversee Managed Care. The Local Child Fatality Team had a meeting 

June 27th and reviewed 6 cases. Case #1 Suicide not enough records for the case. Case #1 will be carried 

over to next quarter. Case #2,#3,#4, #5, and #6 all Perinatal Conditions with no system failures identified. 

The next Child Fatality Prevention team meeting is scheduled for September 19th.  

 

The Health Department attended the Farmers Market on June 1st , educating the public about gun safety, 

pool safety, how to dispose of medications safely, and general home safety. Community partner SafeKids 

will be at Walmart July 17th from 9 am-1 pm educating the public on hot cars and will be giving out gun 

locks to assist the (CFPT) with gun safety. May 31st, the Health Department performed blood pressure 

checks at the Wilson County Senior Center “Age My Way” event at the Greater Rotary Park. June 22nd , 

Nurses along with a Health Educator performed Blood Pressure checks at Barnes Chapel Church for their 

community day. June 28th , a Thank You Reception was given to Dr. deGuehery for his 20 years of 
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service to the Health Department. Amy Harrelson was not in attendance and did not have anything to 

report.  

 

Environmental Health 

 

Ms. DeEtt Taylor, Environmental Health Supervisor, reported that the Environmental Health Program 

Specialist Food & Lodging, Environmental Health Specialist Food & Lodging, and Environmental Health 

Specialist on-site positions are vacant. On-site is 3-4 weeks out, staying safe and being mindful of heat 

temperatures. 

 

Health Education 

 

Ms. Celita Graham, Communications Manager, and Health Education Supervisor reported primary data 

collection for the Community Health Needs Assessment is complete. 461 surveys were collected, with 

75% being women, and 25% male. 41% was within the 45 to 65 age group, 30% for the 25 to 44, and 

21% for 65 and older. The 18-24 age group was low. Overall, the surveys submitted exceeds the 383 that 

was required for the data collection process. The Health Department conducted four focus groups in the 

community. Responses from the focus groups were to have more mobile care units in the community, 

particularly for dental services. Every focus group brought up the disparity of Dental services in the 

community. The focus groups also discussed the hospital and other health care agencies need to provide 

more community health screenings in the neighborhoods and apartment complexes, and not just on 

weekends. The focus groups reported that many individuals are unable to get to doctor appointments 

because of wait times, and some individuals need to be screened sooner than later. The focus group would 

like to see an expansion of services, resources, and shopping, including bringing pharmacies back to the 

East Wilson area. The Senior Center participants reported they must travel into town to fill their 

prescriptions. Access to grocery stores and healthy foods is lacking, and transportation into town is 

needed to attain necessary goods.  

 

 

Affordable housing was brought up multiple times. Health disparities impacting African Americans, 

Hispanics, Children, and the Elderly were discussed. Mixed opinions about the baseball stadium 

construction downtown and its potential for a negative impact on the community due to housing costs. 

Strengths that were discussed were food banks, pantries, and community centers. Diabetes, Hypertension, 

and Obesity are a concern. An overview of each individual focus group is available. The Health 

Department has a September time frame to meet with the Healthcare Foundation and conduct a priority 

seminar in Wilson County, going through data, to determine what three strategies to focus on for the next 

three years.  

 

 

Health Director's Report  

 

Ms. Cinnamon Narron, Health Director, introduced Ms. Carrie Moore, the new Board of Health member, 

replacing Ms. Rosario Ochoa. Dr. Ronald Stahl resigned a as Board of Health Member. Dr. Stahl will 

serve as Medical Director for the Wilson County Health Department. The open Board of Health Member 

position will be posted on the Wilson County website. A Public Health Epidemiologist position was 

approved in the new budget. The position has been posted, and candidates have applied, some even being 

from out of state. A Community Health Worker and Public Health Nurse position has also been added 

using funding from the Women’s Health Services Grant. The Vacant Dentist position has been filled and 

will officially start September 1st. The Dentist is now working a full schedule part time on Mondays. The 

Health Department is focused on the Duke Endowment Grant and has applied to receive the Delta Dental 

Foundation Grant. The Grant funds will be used to offset the cost of uninsured patients.  

 

The Health Department has been recruiting for a Licensed Clinical Social Worker to work at Wilson 

County Schools for over a year. Due to limited funding, the offer for the LCSW position was a part-time 

contract position. An opportunity to apply for an additional grant with the state with time-limited funding 
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guarantees two years, so the position has been revamped for recruiting, and now the LCSW will be a full-

time position. The goal is to have an LCSW hired by the start of the new school year. The grant money is 

reimbursement-based. The HealthCare Foundation awarded the Health Department with a $60,000 dollar 

grant which will help offset patient costs. 30% of our Primary Care patients are insured. The Health 

Department is in the process of closing out the 2023-2024 fiscal year. The 2023 cost settlement has been 

received. The 2022 Cost settlement has not been received as of to date. Receiving the 2022 cost 

settlement will help the Health Department close out the year well.  

 

 

Old Business 

None 

 

New Business 

None 

 

Member Comments 

None 

 

Chairperson’s Report 

None 

Public Comments 

None 

 

Adjournment- Meeting was adjourned at 6:27 PM. 

          

    

   Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

                                                                    Cinnamon Narron, Secretary 

                                Wilson County Board of Health 

 

CN/SC 


